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examined with interest and eventually purchased by some
member of this family

As we stand in the magnificent mausoleum where their line
comes to an end, and, surrounded by their great porphyry
monuments, finished with the workmanship given to a costly
gem, think of this family's long history, their gifts to their
country12 and to Europe, and their last gift to Florence of so
much that is precious to all the world, we realise something of
what the Medici were and did, and feel that they were indeed
no ordinary people, and that their works were of the kind that
"survives the funeral fires" and endures when tomhs and
monuments have crumbled into dust.